
  

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A hub of educational excellence and innovation, supporting and valuing everyone 

 

 

Good afternoon 

I hope everyone is ok, and has had a good week.  

This week, I have had training on Primary Schools Lateral Flow Device rapid testing. As a 

result, all staff have been briefed, the test kits have arrived and we are ready to 

commence testing from Monday 25th January 2021 in-line with the Government plan. To 

share- no testing will take place on the school site. School staff will not be administering 

tests - these are for home use and are self-testing for school staff members only.  

It is a voluntary system and staff are asked to test themselves using the lateral flow 

device twice a week if possible (with a minimum of at least the day before they are on 

the rota to be in school). These are similar to the community testing rapid test systems 

and the results are back in 30 minutes.  

There are 3 possibilities for results: 

- positive, where the staff member would self-isolate and book a PCR test 

immediately- all procedures for school would continue alongside NHS Test and 

Trace guidance 

- negative where they would carry on as normal as the test has said it is unlikely 

that the person has Covid-19 

- void. Void means that the testing device has not responded in line with 

expectations. This means that the staff member would need to remain home and 

take a new test 

Testing in this way will support the national effort to control the virus and support us 

returning to normal. However, this could have implications for staffing at school. You will 

see that last week I sent a document attached with the newsletter to share what would 

take place to support the continuity of the learning if staff members are unable to 

attend school. We will as always do our best to support all pupils effectively but I need 

you to recognise that last minute notifications of test results may mean last minute 

changes of team members both within and externally through remote learning for 

pupils.  

School continues with strict hygiene, social distancing and hand washing. All staff 

members are now wearing face visors when in class and/or face masks.  

Have a super weekend. I hope the sun stays out for you all. 

Mrs Candi Roberts & The Remarkable Claremont Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch Parcels:   

Our new scheme of ‘Direct 

to Pupils’ has been 

delivered with very positive 

feedback. Do maintain 

contact with Mrs Cook for 

support if needed.  

Claremont Primary School 

Newsletter 22 January 2021 

https://claremont.kent.sch.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 3 (first shared Newsletter Week 1: 08.01.21) 

Next steps for us:  

1. Soon, there will be a live daily register for each class with their class 

teacher, who will then talk through the daily tasks. Pupils will then 

access tasks independently, and have contact through the day as they 

are now. 

22.01.2021:  √ This has been in place now for a week, and we have had 

very positive feedback. Staff and pupils are enjoying the contact, and 

motivation has improved. Class Teaching Partners are also joining this 

session. 

2. Once that is successfully established, teachers will have a live daily end 

of day to touch base or read a story.  

22.01.2021:  √ This was trialled today in year 5 and is starting for the 

whole school from Monday 25.01.21  

3. Teaching Partners and Teaching Support Assistants will be contacting 

children identified by the class teacher to support their learning as 

would happen with intervention groups during normal school time. 

22.01.2021:  √ This has been set up in principal and all teams members 

trained. More information to follow. 

4. There will be a live whole school Headteacher weekly assembly. 

22.01.21: All assemblies still by PowerPoint with audio. TEAMs 

meetings only allow up to 250 pupil attendance. Calendar facilities in 

process of change which will allow Live Events to be used which allow 

for many more attendees.  

 

  

UPDATE FROM THE GOVERNORS: 
 
We just wanted to let you know that despite the latest lockdown, governance at Claremont continues 
virtually and resources governors met recently to review the 9 month budget.  Further meetings of the 
Teaching & Learning and Personnel committees are scheduled later this term. 
  
The governing body would like to thank outgoing co-opted governor, Diane King, for her contribution 
over the past 2 years and her work as a member of the Teaching & Learning, Personnel teams and 
Headteacher recruitment panel. 
  
We are pleased to announce the appointment of Beccy Barr and Liam Randall as co-opted governors 
for a 4 year term.  Both are local residents and bring a range of skills and expertise to support the 
work of the governing team.  Beccy is a former parent and many of you will know of her through her 
past work leading the PTA.  Liam is new to the local area and has a background in management 
consultancy specialising in culture change, employee engagement and customer experience research. 
 
Best wishes  
Dr Carla van der Zanden 

Chair of Governors 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accelerated Reader at home 

If your child is in Year 4-6, they will also have  

information shared on how to access the quizzes on  

Accelerated Reader from home, shared on their  

class Teams pages over the next few days. 

The KM newspaper group are issuing their Mother’s Day supplements this year w/c 8th 

March. They have asked schools to distribute their guidance on how to upload a drawing 

and a message if this is something you would be interested in. Please see attached. 

Mrs Roberts, the office staff, Senor Lalo, the midday supervisors and the kitchen 

staff were absolutely delighted to receive surprise Christmas gifts this week, 

courtesy of your kind and very generous donations, organised by the PTA. I know 

that Mrs Roberts got over-excited and has already been online shopping before the 

sales ended! I, for one, am thinking I might wait until I can actually go to the shops 

again. 

We would all like to thank you very much for making us feel so appreciated. We 

never expect it and we always do what we do just to make sure that things run as 

smoothly as possible and the children are happy.  

On behalf of everyone, thank you again and our very best wishes to you all for a 

happy and healthy 2021.  

Jodi 

Online Access to books, newspapers, magazines and more! 

  

Did you know that you can join the Kent County Council library to get 

access to an online library complete with ebooks, eAudiobooks, 

eMagazines and eNewspapers?  

Please see the attached document for further information on how to 

join and what they offer.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wellbeing 

The week beginning 1st February is Children’s Mental Health week. We know that the 

pandemic is incredibly challenging for children and can have an impact on their mental 

health. Please see below for some ‘quick wellbeing wins’ to support your children at 

this time: 

Give: have some time each week where you don’t have any screen time and all take a 

break to get creative and connect with nature. 

Connect: have regular check in time with children to see how they are feeling. You 

could share how you are feeling so they know they are not alone. 

Be active: take regular indoor and outdoor exercise, this is proven to release 

energising chemicals into the body. 

Take notice: children need regular brain breaks; try some mindfulness activities to 

calm the mind. 

Credit: MindWorkMatters 

  

 Hever Festival Theatre have recently collaborated on an on-line work with OperaUpClose and are very excited to be offering 
their new piece Sammy and the Beanstalk, a new urban fairy tale, to families via schools to view for free on-line.  
 
Eight-year-old Sammy and her dad used to have lots of fun together, making up stories and mixing potions in their kitchen.  
But something outside is scaring Dad and he doesn't have the energy to play anymore. As Sammy ticks off the days until 
her mum gets home, Dad becomes more withdrawn and a mysterious vine starts tapping at their windows. What does it 
want? And is there anything Sammy can do to help Dad be brave once more? 
 
Sammy and the Beanstalk is a story about bravery and kindness, which tackles the isolation we've all experienced over the 
past few months. OperaUpClose has drawn inspiration from classic winter tales, both cosy and gothic, as well as opera, 
theatre and film to create a thrilling story-telling experience, in a wonderfully intimate setting. 
 
“It’s a really gorgeous piece of work, which will almost certainly resonate for anyone who has struggled during the 
pandemic.” The Family Stage 
 
“a lovely 30mins of ingenuity, musicianship, on-point messaging, hope & kindness.” Parent  
 
This is a 30-minute play-with-songs aimed at children aged 7+, families and any adult with a sense of fun and wonder. 
 
To access the production please follow this link: www.operaupclose.com/schools/sammy-and-the-beanstalk  
Password: FREE4SCHOOLS 

 

Please consider donating here to support Hever Festival 2021. Like all other Arts organisations we need all the support we 

can get at the moment. Thank you. 

 

http://www.operaupclose.com/schools/sammy-and-the-beanstalk
https://www.heverfestival-tickets.co.uk/make_donations.aspx


  

 

 

 

Apple ‘doughnuts’ 
Make these doughnut-style apple rings for a bit of fun especially at the moment. Children 

will love helping to make, decorate and eat these fruity treats, and there's no cooking 

required 

 

Ingredients: 

 150g soft cheese 

 2 tsp honey 

 3 apples (use a crunchy eating variety) 

 3-4 tbsp almond or peanut butter (optional) 

 coloured sprinkles, to decorate 

 

Method: 

1. Mix the soft cheese with the honey and set 

aside. Peel the apples, then slice each through 

the core into five or six rings, about 1cm thick. 

Use an apple corer or small round biscuit cutter 

to stamp out a circle from the middle of each slice, removing the core and 

creating ‘doughnut’ shapes. Pat the slices dry using kitchen paper – they should 

be as dry as possible to help the toppings stick. 

 

2. Spread some nut butter over the slices, if using, then top with the sweetened 

soft cheese. Decorate with the sprinkles and serve.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food: Eating the right foods 

Rest: Getting enough sleep 

Exercise: Being active 

Digital Devices: Managing time spent online 

 


